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2020 Arizona Rangelands Photo Contest  
Co-Winning Photo: 

“A Boy and His Dog” photographed by Flavie 
Audoin features Dennis Moroney of the 47 Ranch in 

McNeal, AZ. Flavie is a PhD student at the University 
of Arizona in the School of Natural Resources and the 
Environment. The other Co-Winning photo, titled “Nice Light on Clouds” was 
taken by Dennis Moroney himself, and will be featured on the cover of the 
March 2021 Quarterly Newsletter. The runner-up photo titled “Grama near 
Sonoita” was photographed by Ashley Wright (UA Cooperative Extension Area 
Assistant Agent, Livestock) and will be featured on the June 2021 cover. Other 
photos submitted to the 2020 photo contest will be showcased throughout all 
future newsletter issues. Thank you to everyone to submitted photos, and con-
gratulations to our winning photographers! 

Save the Date! 
 

The Arizona SRM annual winter meeting and fundraiser 
auction will be held virtually February 03-05, 2021. 

 
The format will be much like the summer meeting. Agenda items include 
break out sessions, technical presentations, general membership meeting, 
and an award presentation. If you have a topic would like to present please 
send an email to Emilio Carrillo (President-Elect) emilio.carrillo@usda.gov 

Congratulations  

to the Altar Valley Conservation 

Alliance for celebrating their 

25th Anniversary!  

 

mailto:emilio.carrillo@usda.gov


By the time that this is published, November’s Native 

American Heritage Month will be over, and we’ll be 

moving on to Christmas, and, finally, the new year. I’d 

still like to reflect on Native American rangeland man-

agement because in Arizona, tribal lands make up over 

25% of the land ownership. There’s a very good chance 

that you have, are, or will work with tribes or tribal 

members.  Native Americans utilize rangelands much 

like the rest of the state. We ranch. We recreate (look 

up Native Women’s Wilderness, Adventures for Hopi 

and Natives Outside). We hunt and fish (Native Ameri-

can Fish and Wildlife Society). Our feet are firmly root-

ed in the land, and most of that land happens to be 

rangeland. 

 

When I was small, if you 

asked me who my hero 

was, my response was 

always my grandma. My 

grandma is extraordi-

nary. She was born 

around 1930 and es-

caped having to go to 

boarding school, creat-

ed a home and raised a 

family. She also raised 

sheep, goats and hors-

es her whole life. My 

grandma is a rancher. 

So is my dad, brother, sister, husband, my late 

grandfather and paternal grandmother. So are 

countless indigenous people across the world. We 

don’t look like the Trailboss or like lots of cowboys por-

trayed on the covers of Western Horsemen or the Ari-

zona Cattlelog. But we’re here and have always been. 

 

As a Society, we are headed in the right direction in 

terms of acknowledging tribal rangelands and the com-

plexity of their management. We had a year dedicated 

to Native Range in our Section where we did field tours 

and were graciously hosted by the Hualapai Nation and 

San Carlos Apache Tribe for our annual meetings. We 

saw the good work of the Tolani Lake Water Users As-

sociation in Tolani Lake on the Navajo Nation, the 

White Mountain Apache Tribe, and the Hualapai Na-

tion. Visiting each of these nations demonstrated how 

tribal communities and governments are working to 

manage their natural resources to create something 

that works and is relevant to them.  

This Section cultivated the Jessica Orozco Memorial 

Honorarium which seeks to send two Native American 

students to the SRM Annual Meeting annually. The Na-

tive American Rangeland Partnership and the Native 

American Rangelands Training Initiative 

(nativeamericanrangelands.org) provides training op-

portunities to tribes using a model that is tailored to 

each tribe and is ever evolving. On a global scale, there 

is a campaign for the UN to designate an International 

Year of Rangelands and Pastoralists (iyrp.info), indig-

enous people included. Continued on Page 4... 

President’s Message—Erin Thomas 
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Me and my grandma when I graduated from the 

U of A with a degree in rangeland management.  

My grandma, Nona Lee Chee, 

and little sister, April, at our 

home in White Cone, Arizona. 
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Navajo artist Marcus Cadman created this painting to hon-

or Section  member Jessica Orozco. Jessica was a Navajo 

woman, botanist, and rangeland manager. The Navajo 

woman on the horse is a nod to the SRM’s Trailboss icon.  
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President’s Message (Cont’d.) 
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2020 Arizona Section Board of  

Directors and Website 
President 

Erin Thomas 
Erin.Thomas@usda.gov 

 

President-Elect 

Emilio Carrillo 
Emilio.Carrillo@usda.gov 

 

Vice President 

Joshua Grace 
JGrace@azland.gov 

Past President 

Andrew Brischke 
Brischke@cals.arizona.edu 

 

Secretary Treasurer 

Ashley Hall 
AshleyS3@email.arizona.edu 

 

Director North 

JD Eddy 
JEddy@azgfd.gov 

Director North 

Andy Habgood 
Andrew.Habgood@usda.gov 

 

Director South 

Kent Curley 
Kent.Curley@usda.gov 

 

Director South 

Brett Myers 
Brett.Myers@usda.gov 

U of A Chapter President 

Jacob Brown 
UofATierraSeca@gmail.com 

 

ASU Chapter President 

Sienna Stea 
SStea@asu.edu 

 

Arizona Section Website 

www.azrangelands.org/ 

...Continued from Page 3 Tribal nations have the 

potential to transform rangeland management, if they 

haven’t already. My vision for the management of tribal 

rangelands in Arizona involves: 1) having our Native 

American rangeland professionals be able to go home 

and work there, 2) our tribal members having a general 

knowledge of what rangelands are and why they are 

important, and 3) for our tribal governments to have 

the resources, knowledge, and workforce capacity to 

develop culturally relevant and dynamic rangeland 

management programs that work for our unique land 

bases. 

 

Finally, I’d like to congratulate Delane Atcitty (Dine/

Taos and originally from Tuba City, Arizona) for being 

elected to a national SRM Board of Directors position.  

 

Happy Native American Heritage Month and Happy 

Holidays! 

Tierra Seca Update—Jacob Brown 
 

As the seasons change and the semester wraps up, stu-

dents are quite busy. There is a happy bustle to it all in-

between utilization measurements and final class re-

ports. We have 23 plants left to learn from North Ameri-

can Wildland Plants for the Plant Identification test at 

the SRM national virtual meeting. We are playing virtual 

URME Kahoot as a study tool as well. Tierra Seca was 

afforded the opportunity to assist  with the yearly 

Elkhorn Ranch monitoring in Altar Valley. Monitoring 

went quite well and was conducted safely with all stu-

dents reporting having a fantastic time. As the clock 

ticks forward, competitions and recruitment are becom-

ing our focuses for next semester. We are hoping to 

have in-person events by the second half of next semes-

ter to improve student involvement and experience. In 

the current state of things, we will Bear Down! 
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   Science Committee Updates 
Cooperative Extension has a new ecological restoration 
portal for Arizona (https://ecorestore.arizona.edu/). 
The new portal is a ‘one-stop-shopping’ for all things 
ecological restoration that should be useful to anyone 
in Arizona who is interested in native gardening, eco-
logical restoration and vegetation management in gen-
eral.  Although the site is live, it is very new and we are 
still working out the kinks.  
If you have any comments, please let Elise Gornish 
know at egornish@email.arizona.edu. 
 
 
New research using the Santa Rita Experimental Range 

data shows that although both grazing intensity and 

rainfall presented similar humpbacked trends with 

plant community cover, new models demonstrated that 

the reduction of plant cover from the 1990s has been 

mainly caused by a decrease of rainfall rather than 

grazing intensity, particularly due to profound reduc-

tions of the intensity of relatively small rainfall pulses 

(e.g. 5.1–15 mm/day) during the dry season. Paper can 

be found here:  

https://besjournals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/

full/10.1111/1365-2664.13780?

casa_token=Tce1gIoRcJgAAAAA%

3Ax9E2yRSOC4VDj7LmhnfaZCDoBcRjDBnEKJzk-

Chf4Eoqnfcvjv3Km24US2VRlmlVa-hUZZn_k88nHog 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ft.e2ma.net%2Fclick%2F4144oc%2Fgn1tey%2Fkik8fk&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cb322a23da5644a77b0a708d87b835f49%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637395151472449495%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoi
mailto:egornish@email.arizona.edu
https://besjournals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/1365-2664.13780?casa_token=Tce1gIoRcJgAAAAA%3Ax9E2yRSOC4VDj7LmhnfaZCDoBcRjDBnEKJzkChf4Eoqnfcvjv3Km24US2VRlmlVa-hUZZn_k88nHog
https://besjournals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/1365-2664.13780?casa_token=Tce1gIoRcJgAAAAA%3Ax9E2yRSOC4VDj7LmhnfaZCDoBcRjDBnEKJzkChf4Eoqnfcvjv3Km24US2VRlmlVa-hUZZn_k88nHog
https://besjournals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/1365-2664.13780?casa_token=Tce1gIoRcJgAAAAA%3Ax9E2yRSOC4VDj7LmhnfaZCDoBcRjDBnEKJzkChf4Eoqnfcvjv3Km24US2VRlmlVa-hUZZn_k88nHog
https://besjournals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/1365-2664.13780?casa_token=Tce1gIoRcJgAAAAA%3Ax9E2yRSOC4VDj7LmhnfaZCDoBcRjDBnEKJzkChf4Eoqnfcvjv3Km24US2VRlmlVa-hUZZn_k88nHog
https://besjournals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/1365-2664.13780?casa_token=Tce1gIoRcJgAAAAA%3Ax9E2yRSOC4VDj7LmhnfaZCDoBcRjDBnEKJzkChf4Eoqnfcvjv3Km24US2VRlmlVa-hUZZn_k88nHog
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Director South Report—Brett Myers 
I hope this newsletter finds everyone safe and healthy. 

These are certainly some challenging times in Southern 

Arizona, not only with the COVID-19 virus, we are also 

experiencing record droughts, heat, and wildfires – 

pretty much a recipe for disaster.  

 

As most of you have probably experienced firsthand, 

this has been a dry summer. Dr. McClaran recently sent 

out an email that included data (1922-Present) for the 

Santa Rita Experimental Range (SRER), and the summer 

monsoon was drier than ever recorded—3rd driest Sep-

tember, driest August to date, and the fifth driest July. 

Low rain combined with record heat resulted in approx-

imately 10% of average grass biomass production (M.P. 

McClaran, Personal Communication, Oct. 22, 2020).  

 

Our beloved Catalina Mountains suffered a tragic wild-

fire this year. June 5, 2020 a lighting strike started the 

fire and 119,978 acres later on July 23, 2020 the Big 

Horn Fire was reported as 100% contained. Dry, windy, 

and hot conditions were not ideal. As with most wild-

fire, tragic losses can occur with post-fire events, so 

Federal, State, and Local agencies are addressing these 

issues.  

 

Welp, this report will sure ruin a good day. I’ll attempt 

to raise a smile from ya’ll with a photo the Tucson Field 

Office took with the “We are Rangelands” sign that was 

floating around. My hope is this photo will not leave 

this newsletter and be used elsewhere LOL!  

 

Stay Safe,  

Brett Myers 

References: 

 

InciWeb developed and maintained by USDA Forest Service, Fire 
and Aviation Management. “Bighorn Fire.” Bighorn Fire In-
formation - InciWeb the Incident Information System, Inci-
Web, 14 Sept. 2020, inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/6741/.  

 
McClaran, Mitchel P., et al. “Santa Rita Experimental Range Long-

Term Transect and Spatial Data.” SRER Long-Term Data and 
Maps, Sept. 2002, cals.arizona.edu/srer/data.html.  

Director North Report—JD Eddy 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank you all for 
your support and the opportunity to be part of this 
community for the last few years.  This may be my last 
chance to address this audience through this newsletter 
as my two years as director north are coming to a 
close.  It has been a pleasure to help steer this state 
chapter into the future for the important conservation 
and management needs of our range management 
community in Arizona.  I look forward to maintaining 
involvement with you all and helping with the upcoming 

parent society meeting in Albuquerque.  It has also 
been a pleasure to see the excitement for wildlife 
and livestock alike displayed by this great 

group.  Thoughts have ranged from managing our grass-
lands through means such as mastication, seeding, and 
fire, to spreading water across the landscape helping 
wildlife populations thrive.  Hopefully these ideas and 
plans are helping with many operations, agency goals, 
and everyone's bottom lines.   
 
This has been a difficult year for multiple reasons, but 
the continued drought is in the forefront of our 
thoughts as we look throughout this state and see 
the impacts the lack of water has had on our land-
scapes. There are a few areas that have gotten 
lucky this last year with         ...Continued on Page 7  
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Director North Report—JD Eddy (cont’d.) 
...Continued from Page 6 a little rain but overall the 
north eastern portions of the state are looking dry and 
production seems to be quite low.  We are looking for-
ward to the possibility of getting some snow this winter 
and gearing up for spring.  As shipping season is coming 
to a close, I have had an opportunity to get out and 
meet with a few permittees and land owners since our 
last newsletter.  In addition to range conditions, many 
folks are concerned that the increase in recreational use 
of much of our public and private lands throughout the 
state are having a negative impact on habitat and some-
times land managers' patience.  It has been my experi-
ence that this is not the actions of the majority but ra-
ther a few uneducated folks with little regard for their 
actions' effect on others.  Please reach out to myself or 
others in the Arizona Game and Fish Department's 

Landowner Relations Program throughout the state 
with any concerns before these issues fester and result 
in restricted opportunities for the majority of our recre-
ationalists that practice good etiquette while enjoying 
the outdoors.  It is my experience that most of these 
folks are just trying to enjoy our beautiful rangelands 
we have all worked to protect and manage for the 
better, usually welcoming a little education in ranch eti-
quette in the process.  Once learned they also help us 
spread the word to much of the rest of the community 
to help maintain these important opportunities for the 
folks of this great state.   Looking forward to helping 
continue this important work and I hope this report 
finds you all well.   
 
Thanks, JD  
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3L1mGjF-9w8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3L1mGjF-9w8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3L1mGjF-9w8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3L1mGjF-9w8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JghWntA4ic8&feature=emb_logo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JghWntA4ic8&feature=emb_logo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JghWntA4ic8&feature=emb_logo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SfpgPDJfoXA&feature=emb_logo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SfpgPDJfoXA&feature=emb_logo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SfpgPDJfoXA&feature=emb_logo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SfpgPDJfoXA&feature=emb_logo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SfpgPDJfoXA&feature=emb_logo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NJqjzq2PDYM&feature=emb_logo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NJqjzq2PDYM&feature=emb_logo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NJqjzq2PDYM&feature=emb_logo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NJqjzq2PDYM&feature=emb_logo
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   2021 Board of Directors Candidate Bios 

WE ARE RANGELANDS 
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Updates 
The annual Arizona Section SRM Board of Directors 
election is just around the corner! On the ballot this 
year, we will see candidates for incoming Vice Presi-
dent, Secretary, Treasurer, Director North, and Director 
South. Ashley Hall is stepping down as combined Secre-
tary-Treasurer after several years of hard work and 
dedication. She is taking on a new role representing the 
Arizona Section as a Co-Chair on the Planning Com-
mittee for the 2022 SRM Conference in Albuquerque, 
NM, jointly hosted by the Arizona and New Mexico Sec-
tions. Joining Ashley as a Co-Chair is Andrew Brischke, 
who is the outgoing Arizona Section Past-President. 
Thank you Ashley and Andrew for your invaluable ser-
vice to the Arizona Section! Note: it’s not too late to 
step up for our Section and volunteer to help with the 
2022 SRM conference! Contact Ashley or Andrew to get 
involved. See Page 4 for contact information.  
 
Also finishing up a term on the Board of Directors are 
Kent Curley (Director South) and JD Eddy (Director 
North). Thank you to both for your contributions to the 
Arizona Section these past two years! We are still look-
ing for candidates to fill in these two Director roles. 
Please contact Andrew Brischke for more information 
or if you would like to be considered. Candidate bios 
for the open Director positions will be sent to the Ari-
zona Section Membership via a follow-up email. The 
2021 Vice President, Secretary, and Treasurer candi-
date bios are presented below:  
 

Vice President—Dr. Elise Gornish 

Dr. Elise Gornish is a Cooperative Extension Specialist in 
Ecological Restoration at the University of Arizona. Her 
research and outreach program largely focuses on 
identifying strategies for successful vegetation manage-
ment strategies in natural and working arid land sys-
tems. Dr. Gornish is an early career leader in the fields 
of arid land restoration and weed management and has 
published over 50 papers and has presented over 150 
times at various venues. In addition to vegetation man-

agement, Dr. Gornish is passionate about STEM inclu-
sion and has recently become the Director of UA GALS 
(Girls on outdoor Adventure for Leadership and Sci-
ence). This new program focuses on providing science 
learning and leadership opportunities to traditionally 
underserved female high school students through back-
country programming. Dr. Gornish is  also the current 
Arizona Section SRM Science Committee Chair. 
 

Secretary—Shai Schendel 
Shai Schendel is recently the Range and Botany Staff on 

the Kaibab National Forest for the South Zone out of 

Williams. After serving as an active duty Sergeant in the 

U.S. Army for almost five years traveling overseas as a 

Telecommunications Specialist, she spent the past 16 

years with the Natural Resources Conservation Service 

as a Rangeland Management Specialist and District 

Conservationist. Shai has been a member of the AZ 

SRM since 2002 while attending ASU. She has served as 

Director North and loves the opportunity to be a mem-

ber of this section. While not at work she spends her 

time with her two daughters doing what they love, 4H, 

livestock shows, gymkhanas, rodeos and hunting. 

 

Treasurer—Dr. Aaron Lien 

Dr. Aaron Lien is the newest faculty member in the 

Ecology, Management, and Restoration of Rangelands 

program at the University of Arizona. Although new to 

the faculty at UA, Aaron has been in Arizona for about 

10 years, all of that time working in various positions at 

UA. He spent several years working on water issues be-

fore transitioning to range and public lands manage-

ment. Most of Aaron’s work has been in southern Ari-

zona, but he hopes to start doing more in other parts of 

the state in the years to come. If elected to the SRM 

board, Aaron is looking forward to giving back to the 

society and to meeting and getting to know more folks 

from across the state.   
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   2020 Arizona Section Plant ID Contest Winners 

The 2020 Plant Identification contest held at the 
Arizona Section Summer Meeting was a virtual 
format this year. Instead of having physical piec-
es of local plants to identify, the contestants 
were presented with 34 detailed photos of 
different plants, both native and non-native, 
that are found in Arizona. It was a very close 
race this year! Taking first place was Willie Som-
mers (AZ DFFM). Second place went to Joey 

Dahms (NRCS), whose score was only less 
than five points behind Willie’s. Congratula-
tions to our contest winners, and thank you 
to every person who participated! 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 

Arizona Section Society for Range Management 

c/o: Ashley Hall 

Gila County Cooperative Extension 

University of Arizona 

5515 S. Apache Ave Ste. 600 

Globe, AZ 85501 

 

2020 

 

December 10 Arizona Geographic Information Council (AGIC) Natural  

   Resources Series Southern Arizona Free Webinar  

December 15-16 AZ/UT Invasive Weed Virtual Update, Workshop 

   Contact: brischke@cals.arizona.edu 

December 15 Conserving Rangeland Pollinators in NM Webinar: https://

xerces.org/events/new-mexico/conserving-pollinators-on-new-mexico-rangelands   

 

2021 

 

January 03-06 American Forage and Grassland Council Annual Conference 

February 03-05 Arizona Section Virtual Winter Meeting 

February 07-11 Society for Range Management Virtual Conference 

December 06-09 8th National Grazing Lands Conference, Myrtle Beach, SC 

  

2022 

 

February 05-10 SRM Conference, Albuquerque, NM 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fxerces.org%2Fevents%2Fnew-mexico%2Fconserving-pollinators-on-new-mexico-rangelands&data=04%7C01%7C%7Ccac0782d58a146943e9a08d89c72e68a%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C63743136460326
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fxerces.org%2Fevents%2Fnew-mexico%2Fconserving-pollinators-on-new-mexico-rangelands&data=04%7C01%7C%7Ccac0782d58a146943e9a08d89c72e68a%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C63743136460326

