
 N E X T  AG 10 0  M E E T I N G  

 The Ag 100 Council will 

hold its spring meeting on Friday, 

March 26, 2010 at the UA Vine 

Street Annex in Tucson (see back 

page for map and directions). The 

meeting will begin at 10am  with 

refreshments being served at 

9:30am.  

 We will be presenting the 

Faculty of the Year Award at the 

upcoming meeting so please join us 

as we cheer our friend and col-

league, George Ruyle, Rangeland 

Management Specialist.  

The Ag100 

Council was 

founded in 

1987 by the 

then-recently 

retired agri-

culture Dean 

Bart Cardon.  

What started 

as a ñgiving 

clubò ï 100 

people giving $100 per year to the 

College ï has evolved over the years 

into a recognized and influential group 

of business leaders. 

 Today, we continue the tradi-

tion of $100 annual dues, but our sup-

port for CALS has become more di-

verse, and more important than ever.  

We support students through our 

emergency fund, administered by the 

Academic Programs office.  Our an-

nual award programs honor out-

standing faculty and industry col-

leagues, recognizing their important 

contributions to agriculture.  Dean 

Sander knows he can count on us as 

his ñkitchen cabinet,ò available to of-

fer our insight and connections to ad-

vance the College and its work. 

 On behalf of the Dean, faculty, 

staff and myself, Iôd like to thank each 

of you for all you do for our industry 

and for our College of Agriculture and 

Life Sciences.  As Ag100 members, 

we can take pride in our past, and we 

look forward to our continued partner-

ship with the University in the future. 

G R E E T I N G S  F R O M  J I M   

 The department of Soil, Wa-

ter, and Environmental Science will 

present on water quality, featuring a 

welcome from Jeff Silvertooth and 

presentations from Channah Rock 

and Jon Chorover. The School of 

Natural Resources and the Environ-

ment will present on Range Manage-

ment featuring Lisa Graumlich, 

Mark Apel, and Doug Tolleson.  

 Please RSVP by March 12 to 

Sharon Wise at (520) 621-7190 or 

swise@ag.arizona.edu  

George Ruyleôs Professional 
service includes the Science Techni-

cal Advisory team for Pima County 

Sonoran Desert Conservation Plan 

and the Rangeland Assessment and 
Monitoring Committee for the Soci-

ety for Range Management. Ruyleôs 

honors and awards include the Spe-
cial Service Award and Professional 

and Technical Guidance Award from 

the Arizona Section Society for 
Range Management (2005), Out-

standing Contribution to the Arizona 

State Land Department (2006), and 

most recently, Ruyle was awarded 
UA Extension Faculty of the Year 

(2007). 

 ñItôs been my life.ò Ruyle 

stated about his employment in the 

agriculture industry, ñIôm committed 
to working with peopleé I guess 

that really is the motivation; the peo-

ple that are involved.ò 
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 George Ruyle 
graduated with a Bache-

lor of Science in Envi-

ronmental Resources in 

Agriculture from Ari-
zona State University. 

He furthered his educa-

tion at the University of 
California, Berkeley with a Masters de-

gree in Range Management. He attained 

his Ph.D. from Utah State University in 
Range Science. Ruyle diversified his edu-

cation serving as a research assistant in 

California, Utah, New Mexico, and Ari-

zona from 1977 to 1997. Currently, Ruyle 
works as a Professor and Extension Spe-

cialist in Range Management in the 

School of Natural Resources and serves as 
Chair for the Forest Resources Program in 

the School of Natural Resources at the 

University of Arizona. Ruyle is also a 
member of the CALS Millennium Over-

sight Committee. 

F A C U L T Y  O F  T H E  Y E A R :  
G E O R G E  R U Y L E  

http://www.ncot.co.uk/drawings/cartoon/pen.gif


AG RI C U LT UR E  I N  S C H OO L S  

Page 2  

 Arizona 
schools are work-

ing towards add-

ing more agricul-

tural programs 
into their teach-

ing plans. Many 

agricultural pro-
grams provide 

students with the 

opportunity to visit local farms to see where their food is 
grown. Programs also utilize in-class work. Students are 

able to read and learn about the nutritional value of their 

food while also raising their own crops. Many schools allow 

children to prepare their own meals. Agricultural programs 
are teaching children valuable skills about the industry; lo-

cally and nationally. Many hope that these programs will 

spark new interest in the agriculture industry within the 

younger population. 

In Arizona, Farm to School programs have already 
launched within all 10 schools in the Litchfield Elementary 

School District and Flagstaff High School. According to an 

article published in the Hartford Courant, the Farm to 
School Network is aimed at, ñgetting healthier meals into 

school cafeterias, teaching kids about agriculture and nutri-

tion and supporting local farmers,ò  These programs were all 

deemed successful and many hope to further the education 

about this program to the entire state. 

Currently, Monica Pastor is working on projects 
within the Yuma School District. Monica and her staff hold 

a one-week agricultural seminar in June for school teachers 

 K-12. The program concentrates on teachers, believing that 

P R O F E S S O R  D E N N I S  R A Y  R E C E I V E S  R E G I O N A L  T E A C H E R  A W A R D  

 Professor Dennis Ray re-

cently received the Regional 

Teacher Award which 

ñrecognizes outstanding faculty 

members on the basis of their 

ability as classroom teachers, use 

of innovative teaching methods, 

service to students and their pro-

fession and scholarship.ò  Ray 

received the award at the Associa-

tion of Public and Land-grant 

Universities annual meeting in 

Washington, D.C. This award rec-

ognizes six outstanding faculty 

members and a $2,000 stipend is 

included for each recipient.  

 Ray is a professor of both 

plant sciences and arid land studies. 

He teaches two natural science 

courses, courses in animal and plant 

genetics, core concepts in plant bi-

ology, and a senior capstone course. 

He also is the associate director of 

UA School of Plant Sciences as 

well as a faculty associate in CALS 

Office of Academic Programs.  

 Rayôs many recognitions 

include: awards from the Associa-

tion for the Advancement of Indus-

trial Crops, Honorôs College Five 

Star Faculty Award, Provost Gen-

eral Education Teaching Award, 

CALS Faculty Teaching Award, the 

National Association of College Teach-

ers of Agriculture Outstanding Teacher 

Award, Gamma Sigma Deltaôs Out-

standing Junior Faculty Award and 

many more. 

trained teachers can incorporate agriculture into their lessons 
on a daily basis. The programôs goal is to educate youth and 

adults on the economic impact of the agriculture industry, the 

potential careers, and provide an awareness of the importance 

of agriculture to everyone. Pastor believes that whoever you 

are, "In some way, agriculture has touched your life!" 

Another example of school children being exposed to 
the importance of agriculture is the Ag-Ventures programs out 

of the Maricopa Agricultural Center near Casa Grande, Ari-

zona. Victor Jimenez, the head of the programs says, ñOur 
purpose is not to make farmers out of people; itôs just to make 

them aware that agriculture is so important to our community 

and to Arizona in that itôs a multi-billion dollar industry to our 
state.ò  About 4,000 people attend the programs per year. 

Schools and communities are invited to participate and the 

programs are adjusted to age or grade level. Jimenez says that 

participants have ranged in ages 8 to 80. The program includes 
lunch, a tour of the farm, and rotating education presentations 

of 20 minutes each. Occasionally, students are able to go into 

the field and pick whatever is in season. The entire agenda 
lasts 3.5 hours. The programs range from ñ Food, Fish, Farm 

Ag-Venturesò to ñAmazing Corn Festivalò but also include, 

ñDesert Ag-Ventures,ò ñWater & Science Ag-Ventures,ò and 
ñGarden Ag-Ventures.ò Jimenez hopes to make it clear that 

everyone is involved in agriculture, ñIf you eat, youôre in-

volved in agriculture.ò 

Agriculture is a major industry to the state and our 

countryôs greatest endeavor. Arizona agriculturalists are work-

ing hard to make sure that all Arizonans, particularly the 
youth, realize the importance of agriculture to the state. They 

hope these programs will help spark an interest in a new gen-

eration of Arizona agriculturalists. 



SC H O L A R S H I P  TH A N K  YO U  LE T T E R  

NE W  TE C HN OL O GY  NEED ED  

Ag 100 Meeting 

Friday 

March 26,2010 

9:30 A.M.-1:15 P.M 

 

Homecoming 
AGCAT OPEN  

 Golf Tournament 

Friday 

October 22nd, 2010 

 

Burrito Breakfast  

& Auction  

Saturday 

October 23rd, 2010 

 

CA LEN DAR  

CRE DI T S  

Page 3  

AG 100 NEWSLETTER 

Editors:  

Sarah Herndon 

Laura White 

 

DEVELOPMENT AND ALUMNI OFFICE 

Jim Davis,  Senior Director of 

 Development and Alumni Affairs 

Ann Stevens,  Associate Director 

Scott Koenig ,Assistant Director 

Joanne Eader, Program Coordinator, 

 

 

Phone: (520) 621-7190 

Fax: (520) 621-1394 

E-mail: alumni@ag.arizona.edu 

  Dear Dr. Cox, 
 

Thank you so much for your 

support with the Mary Kid-

der Rak Scholarship. I appre-
ciate both the financial help 

and your confidence that I 

am worthy of this support. 
This scholarship will allow 

me to focus on my school 

work instead of my financial 
status, and because of this I 

will be able to maintain all 

the requirements so I can 

continue to benefit from 
your scholarship. 

 

I am going to the University 
of Arizona to study Agricul-

ture Education. Itôs been my 

Richard ñDickò R. Barney passed away November 9, 2009 after an extended illness with Parkinson's Disease. 
Dick was born October 11, 1927 on the Barney Ranch in Happy Valley, Arizona. He attended school in Cascabel 
and in Benson, Arizona. He joined the US Navy in 1945 and served for six months in the Asiatic-Pacific Area and 
was awarded a WW II Victory Medal. After his return from service he attended the University of Arizona and was 
a member of the Aggie House. He graduated in 1954 with a B.S. degree in Animal Husbandry. He worked as the 

Chief of Farm Loans for the USDA for over 30 years. After his retirement from the USDA he opened his own real 
estate appraisal business and retired in 1994. He was passionate for the outdoors and was an avid hunter and fish-
erman. He was a game guide and competed in Trap shooting. He also completed the hunt for Arizona's Big Ten . 

dream to be a teacher since I 
was little, and when I was 

introduced to the FFA pro-

gram and the agriculture 

classes at my high school I 
became hooked. I have done 

everything I can to prepare 

myself for my future career; 
including raising livestock, 

becoming active in the poul-

try community, and being 
the President of my FFA 

chapter. The experiences 

Iôve gained from all of this 

have helped to prepare me 
for college, and your schol-

arship will help me achieve 

my goals even more. 
 

The scholarship will not only 

I N  M E M O R I A M  

help me financially, but it will 
allow me to better in school. I 

will be able to study more 

thoroughly because I wonôt 

have to worry about my fi-
nancial state, and because of 

this I will be able to become a 

better teacher for my future 
students. Your generosity has 

already opened doors to me 

that would have otherwise 
been kept shut. 

 

Thank you so much for this 

great opportunity and your 
belief in me. 

 

With full appreciation, 
Angela Rudow 

The University of Arizona is on the hunt for new 
mechanization as the agriculture market takes a 

sharp cut in numbers. The younger generation is 

looking to technology as a supplementary solu-

tion for traditional labor. Mark Siemens from the 
University of Arizonaôs Yuma Agricultural Cen-

ter is one of the specialists working on new tech-

nology to help alleviate the stress that some farm 
workers have about the future. His goal, along 

with many others in the agriculture field, is to 

create smart technology that will assist workers 
in their jobs, not replace them. Many agree that humans are still very valuable to the market. 

Some aspects of the mind simply cannot be replaced. Although advanced technology in the 

field of agriculture is a somewhat recent development, many companies have joined in the 

race to find more efficient means of work. 

Yuma Countyôs vegetable industry is looking to utilize some of Siemenôs inventions 

to assist in the harvesting of lettuce. The industry is hoping to ease workloads and handle 
tedious tasks such as thinning and weeding fields. The technological movement has even 

spread to national industries such as the National Aeronautics and Space Administration 

(NASA). NASA has recently begun working with a robotic tomato harvester. This machine 
is able to detect fruits at their ripest and handle them delicately enough as to not damage 

them. 



RSVP PLEASE 

You don't want to 

miss it! If you have 

any questions please 

contact Sharon Wise 

by phone at  

(520) 621- 7190 or  

swise@ag.arizona.edu 
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Environmental Research Laboratory and Water Village 

 

 Ag100 members and guests are encouraged to participate in the 

VIP tour following the March 26 meeting.  Director Ian Pepper will host. 

 Water Village consists of a cluster of four homes located on the 

grounds of the UAôs Environmental Research Lab.  The Village is part 

real-world and part laboratory. 

 According to principal investigator Charles Gerba, ñThe idea is to 
understand the performance of the water distribution system and how to better protect the public.  The Water Quality 

Center (WRC) operates independently to meet local needs and conditions.ò 

 WRC Director Ian Pepper says, ñWe deal with issues affecting the 

quality of water people are now drinking.  This is not about modeling, about 

what will happen 30 years from now.  We deliberately have a very rapid 
response to emerging issues.ò  The Department of Homeland Security has 

provided significant funding. 

  ñThe key to WRC,ò continued Pepper, ñand probably the most 

novel aspect is the integration of academia, government and the private  

sector.  I think this is a trend you are going to see more of in the future.ò 

 The Water Quality Center is part of a National Science Foundation 
(NSF) network of 50 industry-university cooperative research centers.  The 

UA program is the only NSF cooperative center to address water quality. 

From Phoenix:  

From Phoenix:  Exit I-10 East at  

Exit 257 towards Speedway 

Blvd/Turn left onto W Speedway. 

Turn left onto Cherry Ave.(2.3 mi.) 

Turn left onto Helen  St. (first 

street on left).  

Turn left onto Vine Ave. (Vine 

Building on southwest corner). 

Parking will be available on south 

side and in back of building.  Ad-

ditional  parking across the street 

at the Highland Parking garage or 

at Swede Johnson 

Bldg.(Speedway & Cherry). 

1125 N Vine - Vine Avenue Annex 


